An Idiot Abroad: Karl's Travel Diaries: India
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I really didn't sleep well at all last night - I felt really ill - woke up in the night being sick, and I also had a dodgy belly. 
The toilet is too far from the sink which is not what you need in India as both are often required at the same time when it's coming out of both ends. I've spent more time sat on the loo in this hotel room than anywhere else. To me, it's a loo with an en-suite bedroom.

To be honest, I wasn't really in the mood to see the Taj Mahal, what with the Delhi Belly and everything, but we had to go as we only had permission to film in there for today.

Luke told me it is a mausoleum that took 22 years to build. The Mughal emperor Shahjahan had it built for his wife who died giving birth to their fourteenth son. It was supposed to stand as the perfect symbol of love.

It seems to me like it was something the man had always wanted to build but his wife didn't let him, so when she died he used it as an excuse to build his dream. My uncle always wanted a plasma telly, but his wife didn't want him wasting money on one. Soon as she died he got one.

We went to get a closer look. It's weird how it is classed as one of the modern Wonders of the World. You wouldn't think so by the surroundings. If it was on one of them property programmes, the potential buyers would say, 'If you could pick it up and put it somewhere nicer, we'd buy it.' It really shouldn't have been built here.
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There were hundreds of people outside: half of them selling postcards, plates, key rings and snow domes; the others were tourists.

As soon as we got in we were greeted by another queue. This time it was to get on the Princess Diana bench. This is where Diana had her photo taken when she was having her problems with Charlie. Everyone said this is why she looked so miserable, but to be honest I think it was nothing to do with him. I just think she was sick of being in India. It does have that effect on you. If you're having a low moment in your life, India isn't a great place to come to try and get over it. I'd have suggested Center Parcs to her over this place. 

There was a women sat on the bench who was trying to re-enact the famous Diana shot. A man with a camera directed her. 'You look too happy. Look sadder.'

I was shown around by a guide called Remish. He was better than most guides. We chatted as we walked, which made a change from just being talked at for an hour.

He told me how the building was perfectly symmetrical. Again this seemed an odd idea for a structure that was built to show true love. I wondered if the man had some sort of OCD.

Remish showed me some optical illusions. When I moved backwards and then forwards while looking at the Taj from an archway, it gave the illusion that it was moving with me. There was also a marble effect that messed with your eyes and gave the impression the marble was cut at angles when it was actually flat. All of which was very clever, but I didn't really understand why the Mughal emperor would put optical illusions onto his wife's tomb? It would be like having a Suduko carved into your loved one's gravestone.
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The more I saw, the more impressed I became with the workmanship. Maybe I liked it for the wrong reasons, but it really was amazing.

We decided to lose the crowds and catch a view of the Taj from a boat on the Humana River. It was much quieter on this side of the building. In fact, it was probably the most relaxed I'd been since arriving in India. No car horns, no begging, no shouting, no mantras. It was almost perfect. I say 'almost' as I noticed a plume of smoke coming from the edge of the river just next to the Taj. I asked Remish what it was, and he told me it was where they were burning dead bodies.

Like I've said, you're never far away from something mad when you're in India.
**************************************************************************************************************

Watch the episode from the television series than answer the following questions:

1. How does Karl feel about having to visit the Taj Mahal that day and why?
2. Write down 3 facts about the Taj Mahal.
3. Karl is told that the Taj Mahal was built as ‘the perfect symbol of love’. What does he think was the emperor’s real motive for having it built?
4. What does Karl think about the location of the Taj Mahal? Find a quotation to support your answer. 

5. Copy out 2 quotations that make the Taj Mahal sound over-commercialised and spoilt by tourism. 
6. Summarise the main features of the Taj Mahal that impress Karl.

7. What are Karl’s overall impressions of India? Find quotations from elsewhere in the extract that shows his negative attitude to India.
8. What is the tone of the diary extract? What does the tone tell the reader about Karl’s personality?
Writing Task

1. Research one of Tenerife’s ‘Wonders’ or ‘Bucket List’ experiences which Karl could visit.

2. Write a tourist leaflet advertising this attraction. Use colourful pictures and sub-headings. Most importantly, use persuasive language to make this experience sound appealing.

3. Imagine that Karl is sent by Ricky and Stephen to Tenerife to experience this ‘Wonder’ or ‘Bucket List’ adventure. Using a similar style to the excerpt, write Karl’s diary entry for his visit. 
