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Children
rescued
from bus

ore than
20 children
were
rescued
yesterday
from a half-submerged
school bus on a flooded
road near York after the
driver passed a “road
closed” sign (Ben
Webster writes).
A girl cut her hand as
she tried to smash a

i company so I thought

window to escape from
the bus, which became
stranded near the village
of Newton-on-Ouse. The
children scrambled to
the other side of the bus
as it lurched on its side.
Several used mobile
phones to dial 999 .
Grace Abbott, 15,
told York Press: “We
felt the bus tilt and
that’s when water
started gushing
through the bus.
Everyone ran across to
the other side of the
bus to stop us
capsizing and tipping
over. [The driver| was
shouting down the
phone to the bus

we had to phone the

fire brigade because
there was no way we
were gelting out of there
on our own.”

Many of the
younger children
were crying, she
added.

Fire crews from
across North
Yorkshire
responded to the
call and the
children were all
taken off the
stricken vehicle and
put on another bus,

North Yorkshire

county council said
that the driver had
gone through a road
closure sign. The

The school bus filled with
water after driving into
the water. Grace Abbott,
left with her mother
Karen Smith, was on
board and dialled 999

bus’s usual route,
between Tollerton and
Newton-on-Ouse, has
been closed by the
highways authority since
the Christmas floods.
There were no official

reports of any injuries,
though some pupils
were collected by
parents and taken home.
Heavy rain continued
to take its toll in parts of
northern England and
Scotland. Flash flooding
closed a number of
roads in Whitby, North
Yorkshire, and police
warned last night that
the River Wear in
Durham city centre was
expected to burst its
banks. Residents spent
Monday night away
from their homes in
Aboyne and Inverurie,
Aberdeenshire, and
emergency services had
to deal with several
flooded roads in Perth.
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Brief summary of incident:

