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Baby-K Rap Rhyme
by Grace Nichols

1. Who is in Baby-K’s family? 
2. Describe Baby-K’s personality. Pick out words from the poem to support your answer.

3. Nichols uses some words and phrases that aren’t in Standard English, using misspelt words and slang. These words are more like the way that some people speak, particularly if they are of Caribbean origin. This is called dialect. An example would be ellies for elephants and dis for this. 

      Find another 5 dialect words from the text and write the meaning of each one in Standard English.

4. Nichols also misses out certain words to make the lines sound like speech.

     e.g. Cause dey hotting up de globe, man.

5. Copy out another example and then write it in Standard English.

6. Why do you think Nichols has used dialect? What effect does it have?

7. What sort of things does Baby-K talk about in the first 6 stanzas? Are they the sort of things that would normally concern a baby? 
8. What is the tone or mood in the first 6 stanzas? How would you read it aloud and how does it make you feel?

9. What is the second half of the poem about? 

10. How does the tone and mood change in the second half of the poem?
11. Make a list of the environmental concerns Baby-K has using Standard English.

12. Look at the stanzas in italics. They are like the chorus of a song. Why do you think the writer includes them?

13. In the final four lines of the poem, what question does Nichols ask? Why do you think she repeats the question twice?
14. What is the answer to the question? What does Nichols mean by this? Is it an effective way to end the poem? Explain your answer.
15. Why is the title of the poem effective?

16. How effective do you think the poem is overall? Write a paragraph about what you like or dislike about the poem, mentioning specific things.

17. Nichols uses humour, dialect and a rap style to get over a serious message like another poet you have been introduced to. What is the name of the poet?
18. Find out as much as you can about Grace Nichols and Guyana, where she was born.

