

My full name is Benjamin Obadiah Iqbal Zephaniah which is Christian, Jewish and Muslim. I was born in the district of Handsworth in Birmingham. My poetry is strongly influenced by the music and poetry of Jamaica and I can't remember a time when I was not creating poetry. This had nothing to do with school where poetry meant very little to me, infact I had finished full time education at the age of 13. 
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I wanted to reach more people so at the age of 22 I headed south to London where Page One Books published my first book Pen Rhythm. My mission was to take poetry everywhere and I was able to do this through performing my poems directly to the people. 

I try to write poems that are fun but they should also have a serious message. I am very concerned about racism, animal rights, pollution and I have always believed that boys and girls should be treated equally. I hate wars and I think it is not right that adults should tell children not to deal with disputes by fighting and then those same adults go and fight in wars. I think armies should be banned. 

I love jogging, Kung Fu, football, collecting old banknotes and exploring woods and forests. Most of my best friends are animals and I am passionate about being vegan. I have written 7 plays, 7 books for adults and 4 books for children which are: Talking Turkeys, Funky Chickens, Face, Refugee Boy and Wicked World. You can read about them below. 

I love being on television programmes and I have been on some silly ones like The Bill and Eastenders. I have also been on things like Live and Kicking, Blue Peter and Wise Up - they were fun but they don't pay you much. 

I have travelled around the world many times and my favorite countries for performing are in Asia and Africa. I now live in the East End of London right next door to West Ham Football ground but I still support the best team in the world - Aston Villa! 
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Find out more about the stories, poems and music by Benjamin Zephaniah on his own website at: www.benjaminzephaniah.com
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