Black adder goes forth: Goodbyeee

Black Adder Goes Forth, written by Richard Curtis and Ben Elton, uses satirical humour to present a strong anti-war message. The dialogue is marked throughout by ironic musings about the nature of the war, its origins, and the effects on the soldiers who suffered over its course.

It is set in 1917, on the Western Front in the trenches of World War I. Another ‘Big Push’ is planned, and Captain Blackadder's (Rowan Atkinson) one goal is to avoid being killed. The series thus follows his attempts to escape the trenches through various schemes, most of which fail due to bad fortune, misunderstandings and the general incompetence of his comrades. His comrades are the idealistic Edwardian idiot Lieutenant George (Hugh Laurie), and Private S. Baldrick (Tony Robinson), introduced as "the world's worst cook". 

The final episode of this series, "Goodbyeee...", is known for being extraordinarily emotional for a comedy — especially the final scene, which sees the main characters finally venturing forward and charging off into the fog and smoke of No Man's Land with the scene fading into a field of poppies. 

Watch ‘Goodbyeee’ and read the accompanying script then answer the following questions:

1. The episode refers to the ‘Big Push’, a term used to describe real events in WW1. Using the Internet for information, write a paragraph explaining the term and the catastrophic effects of this strategy, in your own words. 
2. What is George’s mood at the beginning of the episode and why? 

3. Edmund predicts that the Big Push will bring ‘mass slaughter’. What effect does this have on the viewer?
4. How is Edmund different from his fellow soldiers? What type of soldier does he represent? Describe his character using evidence from the text. 

5.  Edmund refers to the madness of war. Using evidence from the text how does he use humour to in fact give a serious message?

6. Why do you think the writers include George’s conversation with Edmund reflecting on the day when he joined up in 1914 and the subsequent fates of his old university friends? 

7. What sort of character is George? What type of soldier does George represent? Find evidence from the text.

8. Humorous references to Baldrick’s terrible cooking are made throughout the series. However, what serious point is being made?
9. What sort of character is Baldrick? Find evidence from the text. What type of soldier does he represent? Particularly look at his conversation with Melchitt. 
10. What sort of character is General Melchitt? Find evidence from the text. Why do you think the writers made Melchitt such a buffoon? 
11. Why do you think the writers include Baldrick’s awful war poems?

12.  What is the irony of Edmund pretending to be mad to try to escape from the Big Push? Remember his final moving words, offered after Baldrick claims to have one last cunning plan to save them from the war: “Well, I am afraid it will have to wait. Whatever it was, I am sure it was better than my plan to get out of this by pretending to be mad. I mean, who would have noticed another madman around here?”
13. In a group of 4, write and perform your own Black Adder script using the same characters and setting but using your own ideas for the plot. Try to use the same satirical tone, showing the madness of war through humour.
