Candy is the oldest man in the ranch. 


He is a tall, stoop-shouldered man. He is handicapped, lost his hand in an accident at work. He is discriminated because of his age and handicap.   
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He had a dog since it was a pup. It’s his only 

friend and companion. Carlson insists on 

shooting the dog because he claims its too old 

and ill. The dog represents Candy. 


“Whyn’t you get Candy to shoot his old dog and give him one of the pups raised up?”
Candy fears getting sacked or thrown out from the ranch as he is too old. Because of this he accepts to be the ‘swamper’ and doesn’t challenge anything:  He can’t afford to lose his job. 

“A guy on a ranch don’t never listen nor he don’t ast no questions”
When Carlson kills Candy’s dog, Candy regrets letting him do it and he says that he should have done it himself. This then influences George to kill Lennie later in the novella.

“I ought to of shot the dog myself, George. I shouldn’t ought to of let no stranger shoot my dog” 



After the death of his dog, he’s lonely and devastated as his dog was his only friend and companion. He then makes friends with George and Lennie. 

Candy then joins George and Lennie’s dream by offering them all his savings in return of letting him being part of it. He is desperate to escape the current reality he is living and star a new life. 

“I’d make a will an’ leave my share to you guys in case I kick off, ‘cause I ain’t got no relatives or nothing”
When he finds Curley’s wife dead, he’s the one that reacts with the most anger because he knows that Lennie was involved and therefore they wouldn’t achieve their dream anymore. This again shows how much he wanted to get out of the ranch. 
“You an’ me can go there an’ live nice, can’t we, George? Can’t we?”
Candy gives Steinbeck an opportunity to discuss social discrimination based on age and handicaps. Candy represents what happens to everyone who gets old in American society.

