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 MARK SCHEME
‘CIDER WITH ROSIE’ BY LAURIE LEE

1. What did the village school look like?                                                                                                2 marks
· 1)small stone barn 
·  2) divided by a wooden partition into 2 rooms
2. At what age did the pupils leave school?                                                                                            1 mark
· 14
3. Re-read lines 3 to 7. How good was the education that the pupils receive according to the writer?  Pick out a phrase from the text to support your answer.                                                                            2 marks  
· 1) The education was poor, nothing of any use to them, disjointed, nothing to give them higher aspirations

· 2) Any suitable quotation from paragraph 1                                                                                                             
4. In line 9, the writer says that the school was 'packed to the walls' with pupils. In your own words, explain why there were so many pupils at the school. 
One of the following:                                                                                                                            1 mark
· Education was now available for all children
· There had been a lot of extra babies had been born increasing numbers
5. How well had Laurie’s family prepared him for his first day at school?  Pick out a phrase in the text that supports your answer.                                                                                                                        2 marks
· 1) They hadn't prepared him at all
· 2) 'The morning came without warning'
6. What was Laurie’s nickname?                                                                                                             1 mark
· Loll
7. How did Laurie feel about starting school? How do you know?                                                         2 marks
· 1) He didn't want to go to school. 
· 2) He started crying and refused to go. He had to be carried 'kicking and bawling' up the road 
    and threatened that he'd turn into a rabbit and be chopped up if he didn't go
8. Explain the meaning of the following similes (comparing two things using as or like):                     2 marks
      ‘The playground roared like a rodeo’    line 26
· noisy like a wild crowd watching a rodeo
       ‘Grit flew in my face like shrapnel.’      line 28
· painful, dirt and stones hurt his face like fragments from a bomb
9. Find 4 verbs (doing or action words) that show how rough and violent the playground seemed to Laurie.
Half a mark for 4 of the following:  
roared, skating, skidding, prod, encircled, plucked, spun, stole                                                                                                                                                          
2 marks
10. Find and copy out a sentence from this part of the text that shows you that the village was poor.
· 'old boots, ragged stockings, torn trousers and skirts'                                                                   1 mark                                                                                            
11. Explain in your own words why Laurie went home ‘in a smouldering temper.’ (line 33)                  3 marks
· 1) He was told to sit down for the present 
· 2) so all day he was expecting to receive a present which never arrived 
· 3) The teacher meant for the time being and he had misunderstood her
12. Pick out a word with a similar meaning to each of the following statements:                                    2 marks
      After the first week:

       a. Laurie wasn't innocent  any more  
· veteran
       b. Laurie was as cruel as the other pupils 

· ruthless                                                                                        
13. Why did Laurie hit Vera on the head several times?                                                                          3 marks
· Her face was close to his; 
· 2) he was holding a stick; 
· 3) she had springy hair which he found interesting so he did it again
14. In line 60, two older girls speak in local dialect, saying, 'You’re wanted in the Big Room for ‘itting Vera. You’re ‘alf going to cop it!’ Rewrite this speech in standard English.                                                   1 mark 
· 'You are wanted in the Big Room for hitting Vera. You are going to be in big trouble.'                                 

15. How can you tell, that at the time, Laurie didn’t understand that it was wrong to hit people? What was his attitude to the reactions of the other children and teacher? Use words and phrases from the text in your explanation.                                                                                                                                        3 marks
· 1) He didn't understand what he had done wrong and was completely surprised by the 'cries of scandal', and the 'exclamations of horror'. 

· 2) Because he didn't realise that it is wrong to hit somebody, he didn't feel guilty and instead was curious that he could cause such a reaction, saying, ' I was intrigued not alarmed'. and 'without spite or passion'. 

· 3) He acted like an observer as other people got upset, saying, 'Something was wrong. The world seemed upset.'
16. Find 2 examples from the text that make it obvious that Laurie Lee is writing about school life in the1920s rather than in modern times. Example: The junior teacher was only 16 years old.                           2 marks
Any 2 of the following:

· The school was in a small stone barn

· Only two classes, Infants and Big Ones

· A Dame teacher and a young assistant as the only teachers

· They left school at 14

· They had a very limited curriculum

· Laurie took a baked potato in his pocket for lunch

· The teacher boxed the pupil's ears                                                                            
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