‘CIDER WITH ROSIE’ BY LAURIE LEE

Read the extract from Laurie Lee’s autobiography ‘Cider with Rosie’ and answer the questions below in full sentences. Check how many marks each question is worth before writing the answer.
1. What did the village school look like?                                                                                                2 marks
2. At what age did the pupils leave school?                                                                                            1 mark
3. Re-read lines 3 to 7. How good was the education that the pupils receive according to the writer?  Pick out a phrase from the text to support your answer.                                                                            2 marks                                                                                                               
4. In line 9, the writer says that the school was 'packed to the walls' with pupils. In your own words, explain why there were so many pupils at the school.                                                                                     1 mark
5. How well had Laurie’s family prepared him for his first day at school?  Pick out a phrase in the text that supports your answer.                                                                                                                        2 marks
6. What was Laurie’s nickname?                                                                                                             1 mark
7. How did Laurie feel about starting school? How do you know?                                                         2 marks
8. Explain the meaning of the following similes (comparing two things using as or like):
          ‘The playground roared like a rodeo’    lines 40-41
          ‘Grit flew in my face like shrapnel.’      line 44                                                                               2 marks
9. Find 4 verbs (doing or action words) that show how rough and violent the playground seemed to Laurie.
                                                                                                                                                                2 marks
10. Find and copy out a sentence from this part of the text that shows you that the village was poor.
                                                                                                                                                                  1 mark
11. Explain in your own words why Laurie went home ‘in a smouldering temper.’ (line 52)                   3 marks
12. Pick out a word with a similar meaning to each of the following statements:

      After the first week:

       a. Laurie wasn't innocent  any more

       b. Laurie was as cruel as the other pupils                                                                                        2 marks
13. Why did Laurie hit Vera on the head several times?                                                                          3 marks
14. In line 60, two older girls speak in local dialect, saying, 'You’re wanted in the Big Room for ‘itting Vera. You’re ‘alf going to cop it!’ Rewrite this speech in standard English.                                                   1 mark                                  

15. How can you tell, that at the time, Laurie didn’t understand that it was wrong to hit people? What was his attitude to the reactions of the other children and teacher? Use words and phrases from the text in your explanation.                                                                                                                                        3 marks
16. Find 2 examples from the text that make it obvious that Laurie Lee is writing about school life in the1920s rather than in modern times. Example: The junior teacher was only 16 years old.
                                                                            2 marks
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