	Identifying Genre


Genre means ‘type’. Genre refers to types of text.

Look at the symbols below and guess which genre of text they refer to.
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	Analysing Genre


All genres follow certain patterns regarding characters, settings and events

For each genre listed below, brainstorm ideas for character types, suitable settings and probable events
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Conventions of Horror

One of the most important conventions from the horror genre is the use of very detailed description.

For both the setting and the object below write down as many words as you can that describe what you see.

Use your imagination and try to make use of all your senses!
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	Creative Writing Coursework – PLAN


By now you should know enough about the horror genre to begin to plan your final story.

In the boxes below, write down some ideas for your chosen character, setting and event.
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	Swap your plan with your neighbour and let them assess how successfully your plan reflects the horror genre.


	Exemplar writing – Horror genre


	TASK: Read the following extract from another student’s horror story. 

Once you have read it, re-write more effectively on lined paper. 



	‘I ran up the stairs because I knew he was following me. I kept screaming for help. I was hoping that my neighbours might hear me. I ran into my bedroom and closed the door. My heart was beating very fast. I could hear that he was still coming. I went my window and looked out. I was scared; I thought that if I jumped I might die. I didn’t know what to do so I just jumped out’


	Think about:

· other horror conventions that could be used here

· how the uses of the senses might improve the extract

· how the descriptions could be made more dramatic




	Horror - Mood and Genre


The mood of a text refers to the words and phrases that reflect a particular emotion. Mood can only be successfully achieved when the best words are used in the best places.

Task 1

List the moods generally associated with the horror genre
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Task 2

Read the extract below and highlight phrases that reflect a particular mood

‘About ten o'clock I go up to my room. As soon as I have entered I lock and bolt the door. I am frightened - of what? Up till the present time I have been frightened of nothing. I open my cupboards, and look under my bed; I listen - I listen - to what? How strange it is that a simple feeling of discomfort, of impeded or heightened circulation, perhaps the irritation of a nervous centre, a slight congestion, a small disturbance in the imperfect and delicate functions of our living machinery, can turn the most light-hearted of men into a melancholy one, and make a coward of the bravest? Then, I go to bed, and I wait for sleep as a man might wait for the executioner. I wait for its coming with dread, and my heart beats and my legs tremble, while my whole body shivers beneath the warmth of the bedclothes, until the moment when I suddenly fall asleep, as a man throws himself into a pool of stagnant water in order to drown. I do not feel this perfidious sleep coming over me as I used to, but a sleep which is close to me and watching me, which is going to seize me by the head, to close my eyes and annihilate me.’

	Structure of a horror story


Jot down some ideas for appropriate characters, events and settings for the horror genre

Characters
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Settings
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Events

	Textual Analysis – Horror


Look at the following extracts from the story ‘Beyond the Wall’.

Explain how each quotation fits into the horror genre.

1. ‘The night of my visit to him was stormy’
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2. ‘rain splashed in the deserted streets’
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3. ‘Three or four trees writhing an moaning in the torment of the tempest’


4. ‘Something in the appearance of the place made me shudder’


5. ‘his complexion dead-white’

	Thinking about HORROR


Brainstorm ideas about the horror genre around the image. Try to include ideas on:

· words and phrases typically used

· suitable characters

· popular settings

· probable events


	Writing Frame for Horror conventions


Use the sentences starters and ideas given below to help you organise your writing

Paragraph 1

The horror genre consists of the following conventions……………

(List the conventions in sentences)

Paragraph 2
The use of detailed descriptive suits the genre because ……………..

· Reader feels as though they are there

· Reader feels more surprised when an action takes place

· Reader is wondering which details are important

Paragraph 3

The use of darkness and light suits the genre because……………

· Darkness and light create shadows

· Darkness is associated with fear

· Darkness hides things

Paragraph 4
Characters being overcome by fear suits the genre because…………

· The reader feels as scared as the characters

· Fear is an important emotion

· This shows that some things cannot be explained

	Media Analysis of Horror genre


Whilst watching an extract from a horror media text, note down aspects of the text that reflect and emphasise the horror genre



	My favourite genre


Make notes in the boxes below about the content, characters, setting and events of your favourite genre.

Put the notes into full sentences on lined paper. Try to use a new paragraph for a different aspect of the genre
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