Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night	Comment by Alan O' Leary: A warning. It’s very strong and powerful. The lack of a contraction makes it more command-like. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Don’t give up on living so easily. Resist the lure of death. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Suggesting passivity and a lack of resistance. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Darkness…death connotations in the idea of night. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: A positive place to reject and strike against. 
Do not go gentle into that good night, 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: The title is taken from this line.
Old age should burn and rave at close of day; 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: What will happen to him. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Violent torturous aging	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Senility? Resistance. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Life’s being referred to as a shop. The end of the day imagery represents death. What might be the significance of such a suggestion. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Repetition for emphasis. It shows the importance of such resistance one more. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Again continuing the light and darkness imagery. Here life is being compared to light. 

Though wise men at their end know dark is right,	Comment by Alan O' Leary: They know they MUST die.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: There is a respect shown here for those that are intelligent and old. 
Because their words had forked no lightning they 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: They cannot talk their way back to life. Lightening again reinforces light as brightness. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Telling the listener about these men. 
Do not go gentle into that good night.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Refrain. 

Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Again it’s very positive. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Fear & desire towards light repeated once more. 
Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay,	Comment by Alan O' Leary: The whole phrase suggests them remembering their youth. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Old, weak, close to breaking.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: What they once achieved. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Youth, enjoyment, energy. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Youth, spring/summer connotations. 
 Rage, rage against the dying of the light.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: The need to rebel is repeated. 












Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Animalistic image. They are the men that don’t think. They merely act for good or bad. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: They were full of life and energy in their actions. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: The quickness of it all? Or something more?
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Tragic 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Grieved what? Life? Due to the quickness in which they lived it?
Do not go gentle into that good night.

Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Double meaning of the word grave. Grave as in sombre OR Grave as in close to their own graves. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Oxymoron. It suggests that though they have gone blind from age they see something. 
 Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Despite the fact that they can’t see their eyes will blaze. Possible significance of meteor? ‘Go out with a bang? Destruction?	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Happy.
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.

And you, my father, there on the sad height, 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Who he’s talking to.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Personal Poem 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Simplicity of language suggesting great feeling.
Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Opposing forces…both with religious connotations. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: The bitter anger of death. 	Comment by Alan O' Leary: Again religious – Thomas’ father was an atheist. 
Do not go gentle into that good night.	Comment by Alan O' Leary: He ends the poem with both phrases together. 
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.
Dylan Thomas
