DOBBY IN ‘HARRY POTTER AND THE CHAMBER OF SECRETS’

In Chapter 2 of ‘Chamber of Secrets’, Harry Potter’s unloving guardians Uncle Vernon, Aunt Petunia and their spoilt son, Dudley, are holding a dinner party for some important guests and Harry has been told to stay out of the way, in silence, as if he doesn’t exist. Unfortunately, Harry has an unexpected visitor in his bedroom … 
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Harry managed not to shout out, but it was a close thing. The little creature on the bed had large, bat-like ears and bulging green eyes the size of tennis balls. Harry knew instantly that this was what had been watching him out of the garden hedge that morning. 

As they stared at each other, Harry heard Dudley's voice from the hall.

"May I take your coats, Mr. and Mrs. Mason." The creature slipped off the bed and bowed so low that the end of its long, thin nose touched the carpet. Harry noticed that it was wearing what looked like an old pillowcase, with rips for arm- and leg-holes.

"Er - hello," said Harry nervously.

"Harry Potter!" said the creature in a high-pitched voice Harry was sure would carry down the stairs. "So long has Dobby wanted to meet you, sir ... Such an honour it is . . . ." "Th-thank you," said Harry, edging along the wall and sinking into his desk chair, next to Hedwig, who was asleep in her large cage. He wanted to ask, "What are you." but thought it would sound too rude, so instead he said, "Who are you." "Dobby, sir. Just Dobby. Dobby the house-elf," said the creature.

"Oh - really." said Harry. "Er - I don't want to be rude or anything, but - this isn't a great time for me to have a house-elf in my bedroom." Aunt Petunias high, false laugh sounded from the living room. The elf hung his head.

"Not that I'm not pleased to meet you," said Harry quickly, "but, er, is there any particular reason you're here." "Oh, yes, sir," said Dobby earnestly. "Dobby has come to tell you, sir ... it is difficult, sir ... Dobby wonders where to begin . . . ." "Sit down," said Harry politely, pointing at the bed.

To his horror, the elf burst into tears - very noisy tears.

"S-sit down!" he wailed. "Never ... never ever. . . " Harry thought he heard the voices downstairs falter.

"I'm sorry," he whispered, "I didn't mean to offend you or anything -" "Offend Dobby!" choked the elf. "Dobby has never been asked to sit down by a wizard - like an equal-" Harry, trying to say "Shh!" and look comforting at the same time, ushered Dobby back onto the bed where he sat hiccoughing, looking like a large and very ugly doll. At last he managed to control himself, and sat with his great eyes fixed on Harry in an expression of watery adoration.

"You can't have met many decent wizards," said Harry, trying to cheer him up.

Dobby shook his head. Then, without warning, he leapt up and started banging his head furiously on the window, shouting, "Bad Dobby! Bad Dobby!" "Don't - what are you doing." Harry hissed, springing up and pulling Dobby back onto the bed - Hedwig had woken up with a particularly loud screech and was beating her wings wildly against the bars of her cage.

"Dobby had to punish himself, sir," said the elf, who had gone slightly cross-eyed. "Dobby almost spoke ill of his family, sir . . . ." "Your family." "The wizard family Dobby serves, sir... DOBBY'S is a house elf - bound to serve one house and one family forever . .....

**********************************************************************************

Answer the following questions:

1. Write 3 paragraphs describing Dobby. Include quotations for each of the following:

a.  His appearance

Include: 

· the way he looks 

· the way he is dressed

b. How he speaks

Include:
· His voice

· How he addresses Harry
c. His personality 

          Include:

· how he behaves towards Harry  

· the emotions he shows whilst talking to Harry

2. How does Harry treat Dobby and what is its effect on Dobby? Give an example from the text. 

3. J K Rowling includes the voice of Dudley taking the Masons’ coats and the sound of Aunt Petunia laughing in the living room below in this extract. Why does she include these details?

4. From the extract, what does the reader learn about Dobby’s life and the way he must be treated by his ‘family’?
