Dulce et Decorum Est by Wilfred Owen

1. What is the poem about? Write a brief summary.
2. Describe how Owen uses rhyme and rhythm in the poem to create different effects.

3. Owen uses lots of powerful imagery and similes to describe the soldiers in the first few lines. Find three examples of this and explain the effect these might have on the reader. 
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How does Own use the senses to describe the terrible state of the soldiers?

5. What is the impact of ‘Gas! Gas! Quick boys!’

6. Owen describes the soldiers putting their gas masks on as ‘an ecstasy of fumbling’. Why does he use the word ‘ecstasy’? 

7. What is the effect of words like ‘guttering, choking, drowning.’?

8. Why does Owen describe his dreams as ‘smothering’?

9. What is the impact of using the word ‘flung’?

10. How does Owen convey the excruciating pain and suffering experienced by the man caught in the gas attack? 

11. Why do you think Owen focuses on the horrific experience of one particular soldier?
12. Who do you think Owen is addressing here when he says ‘If you could hear’?

13. What is the tone of the final lines?

14. How do you feel about this poem and what do you think its final message is?
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Writing task
Write your own war poem conveying the futility and horrors of war. It doesn’t have to be set in WW1 and can refer to any war, past or present, or war in general.

