Newspaper Headlines
Newspapers, particularly tabloids, often use emotive language to get their readers to react emotionally to a story, such as calling an event a ‘riot’ rather than a ‘disturbance’.

A. Below are four pairs of headlines. Decide which one of the pair is most likely to get the attention of the reader, and why.

STRIKE BREAKERS MUST LEAVE UNION

SCABS THROWN OUT OF UNION

SCHOOL BLAZE

FIRE AT SCHOOL

DAVID BECKHAM INJURED

DAVIS BECKHAM AGONY
B. Rewrite the headlines below to make them more emotive and tabloid style:

e.g. MAN HIT BY ROBBERS could become: 
     PENSIONER BRUTALLY ATTACKED BY MINDLESS THUGS

1. REFUGEES KILLED BY REBEL SOLDIERS

2. ARGUMENT CLOSES FACTORY

3. TRAIN SEATS CUT BY TEENAGERS

4. FOOTBALL SUPPORTERS RUN ONTO PITCH

5. SHORTAGE OF MONEY CREATES PROBLEMS IN SCHOOLS

6. TROUBLE ON ROAD AFTER SNOWFALL
7. PLAYER HITS REFEREE
8. HOUSE PRICES FALL IN TENERIFE

C. 

BORED PUPILS RIOT AS STAFF WALK OUT

 A MOB of 300 youngsters ran riot through their school yesterday - because they were bored.
   It happened when teachers at the 100-staff comprehensive refused to do dinner duties and walked out in a union dispute.
   Only the headmaster and two teachers were on duty, and they were powerless to act.
   People living nearby watched, terrified, as gangs of 15 and 16 year olds rampaged through the 1000-pupil school at Bideford, Devon, chanting "We want a riot" as they smashed windows.
   Police who rushed to the giant complex in seven cars calmed the frantic pupils.

Hammers 

As the afternoon lessons ended the youngsters said they were protesting about being confined to one playground.
   "We were bored and had nothing to do," they said. "We will continue our action until the teachers dispute is over.
   "We brought screwdrivers and hammers to school and stole knives from the canteen."

(The Star) 
Read the tabloid newspaper’s report above about the school ‘riot’. 
Make a table like the one below. Make a list of emotive words used, then next to each word, write three synonyms that are less emotive, as in the example.
	EMOTIVE
	LESS EMOTIVE

	mob
	gang, crowd, group

	raced
	


D. Using one of your emotive headlines from Section B, write a brief tabloid-style newspaper report.
