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Eric's Interrogation (Act Three) 
1. The Act begins with Eric saying: 'You know, don't you?' What clues have there been already in the play that Eric has been expecting trouble?
2. How, again, does Mrs Birling show how little she knows her own son? Find a quotation.
3. Why does Sheila say that she told her mother about Eric's drink problem? 
4. How does the Inspector take charge and stop the row about to break out before Eric pours a drink? Look at stage directions too.
5. Why does Mr Birling say: 'I understand a lot of things now I didn't understand before'?

6. Make a list of key events in Eric's relationship with Eva from when they met until she refused to see him again.
7. Why is Birling particularly concerned about Eric stealing the money from his office?

8. Why does Eric say that he didn't go to his father when he was in this 'mess'? Include the quotation. 
      What does this tell you about their relationship?
9. What does Eric accuse his mother of doing to Eva and the baby? Why in the stage directions does it say that he is 'nearly at breaking point'?

10. Which quotation sums up Eric's relationship with his mother?

11.  What is about to happen before the Inspector says 'Stop!'? Look at the stage directions.
12. Find a quotation to show the Inspector's attitude to how Eric treated Eva. 
      What criticism  is Priestley making of men of Eric's class?

13. What is ironic about Mr Birlings' comment: 'Look Inspector - I'd give thousands - yes, thousands -'? 
14. Reread the Inspector's last speech carefully. What is he saying not only to the Birlings, but to the audience? Comment particularly on the following quotations and explain what message Priestley is giving to the audience:
   'But there are millions and millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths left with us.'

    'We don't live alone. '..... 'We are responsible for each other.'

    'If men will not learn that lesson, then they will be taught in fire and blood and anguish.'
