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What are the essential features of a murder mystery? 
Read the list below. Are there any features listed that are unessential or others that are missing? 

Edit and add to the list below, organising the features in order of importance. For each feature, add a note to explain its importance.
1. A murder or serious crime
2. A detective

3.  A weapon

4. An isolated place where the crime takes place

5. Gangsters

6. Suspense

7. A hero or ’goodie’ 

8. A criminal or ‘baddie’

9. A sidekick

10. A strong sense of atmosphere

11. Clues to the reader to work out ‘whodunnit’

12. Special vocabulary, often slang, like ‘fuzz’, ‘old bill’, ‘hitman’, ’a con’, ‘stick-up’, ‘you’re nicked’, ‘a grass’
What else do you know about the murder mystery genre?

Name at least 3 fictional detectives from novels or films:

What are the characteristics of a typical murder mystery detective?  
Name at least 3 fictional murder mystery antagonists from novels or films. 
What are the characteristics of a typical murder mystery villain?
Describe at least 3 typical murder mystery settings:
Describe briefly at least one typical murder mystery plot:









