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First Day at School


A millionbillionwillion miles from home


Waiting for the bell to go. (To go where?)


Why are they all so big, other children?


So noisy? So much at home they


must have been born in uniform.


Lived all their lives in playgrounds.


Spent the years inventing games


that don’t let me in. Games


that are rough, that swallow you up.


And the railings.


All around, the railings.


Are they to keep out wolves and monsters?


Things that carry off and eat children?


Things that you don’t take sweets from?


Perhaps they’re to stop us getting out.


Running away from the lessins. Lessin.


What does a lessin look like?


Sounds small and slimy.


They keep them in glassrooms.


Whole rooms made out of glass. Imagine.


I wish I could remember my name.


Mummy said it would come in useful.


Like wellies. When there’s puddles.


Yellowwellies. I wish she was here.


I think my name is sewn on somewhere.


Perhaps the teacher will read it for me.


Tea-cher. The one who makes the tea.

Roger McGough

School Differences

This is a chart to compare the differences between your primary school, and High School.  You can copy it into your exercise book using the heading at the top of the sheet.

	Differences


	Primary School
	High School

	School times


	
	

	Lessons


	
	

	Teachers


	
	

	Facilities


	
	

	Lunch


	
	

	Breaktime


	
	

	Activities


	
	

	Homework


	
	

	Uniform


	
	


You can add other rows if you can think of any other differences between the two schools. Try and make it as detailed as possible. You need to think about everything from the moment you arrive at school, to the minute you leave.  You could even include ways of getting to school as a difference!

Formal Letter Writing

[image: image1.wmf]Formal letters are written to people we don’t know very well, or are about business matters. Enquiries, information and complaints are written in a formal style. 

There is a set way to write a formal letter, and you will need to follow this frame to help you set it out correctly 
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                Your name,

 






House number and street,

 






Village or town,

 






Town or city,

 






County.

 






Postcode








Date (written out in full)
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Their name or job title,


Name of company,


Number and street,


Town,


County.


Postcode

 Dear Sir or Madam,


You need to start by writing what you are writing about, and why. You  may also say what caused you to write, such as a complaint, or in response to an advert.

Then you write in clear, standard English. You don’t use slang, and try not to use abbreviations, such as “I’ll” – use “I will” instead. You need to be as clear as possible.

Finally, you sign your letter “Yours faithfully” or “Yours truly” and sign your letter clearly.

Personal Letter Writing


Personal letters are straightforward letters you write to people you know quite well, or are friends with.  

As you know them well, and they know you, you don’t need to write out the addresses in as much detail.


                                                   

Number and street,

         





     
     Town or Village,

 





          
 Town or City,



 






      
       County.









             Postcode







 
Date (written in full)

Dear…

Personal letters have a much less formal tone, and you can include abbreviations and slang. People often use more exclamation marks and question marks in personal letters, to show their feelings.

These letters should only be written to people you know quite well, like friends and relatives.

You can include questions for them to reply to (how are you enjoying it?) 

You can use abbreviations like I’ll and I’ve. 

Endings are usually friendly and polite. (

Diary Writing


Diaries are places where you write all your thoughts and feelings about events that have happened. They are a type of personal writing.

There are two different types of diary, the journal and the personal diary. A journal is a description of events and what happened. This doesn’t have as much in about what you thought about everything. Personal diaries record all your thoughts and feelings.

Because diaries are supposed to be private, you don’t need to explain who was there, and what happened exactly. You don’t need to think too much about the sequence of events. It is a good idea, though, to write about things in the order that they happened.


Dear diary…

Today, the most … thing happened…

This is where you explain what happened to you. Go into some detail about everything, and try to get it in order if possible. You should write bout 5-10 sentences about the things that happened.

At first, I felt…

This is where you go into detail about your feelings, and everything that was on your mind.  You might put in how you felt, and what made you feel that way.  You could also add how you feel now, looking back on those feelings.

As things went on, I began to feel…because…

This is where you explain how your feelings changed as things developed. You can add how you felt at different times of the day.

Looking back, I feel that…

This is where you write about your feelings now, looking back over everything.  This is called reflection because you are reflecting on or thinking about everything that happened.

Try to avoid simple vocabulary, such as sad or happy. You can use a thesaurus to think of more imaginative words, and really go into detail. 
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