An Inspector Calls
To what extent can Gerald Croft be held responsible for the death of Eva Smith?

Gerald Croft, as it is described in the play, is an ‘attractive chap’. He is well-mannered and rather self-assured. His downfall however is his weakness where morals and ethics are concerned. This is implied in his treatment of Eva Smith alias Daisy Renton.

Being the fiancé of Sheila Birling, and hence son-in-law to Mr and Mrs Birling, Gerald is almost a member of the Birling household. He is Sir George Croft’s son who runs Crofts Limited, and for this reason Gerald is also a businessman.

Gerald’s relationship with Eva Smith or, as he knew her, Daisy Renton unfolds slowly. His guilty conscience gives him away too quickly to the quick-witted inspector and Sheila alike,

‘Gerald: All right. I knew her. Let’s leave it at that…’ (pg 26)

Gerald soon comes to know that he is one of the people who play an important role in the death of Eva. While Mr Birling and Sheila ruined Eva Smith financially, Gerald, along with Mrs Birling and Eric, destroyed Eva’s hope for love and the need of being wanted in the world. Gerald plays a crucial role in impairing Eva/Daisy emotionally.

Gerald wishes to keep the knowledge and details of his illegitimate relationship, with Eva, away from Sheila as he thinks it to be ‘unpleasant and disturbing’. 

Gerald first met Daisy Renton at a ‘stalls bar at the Palace’ that is at a music hall. What attracted his attention towards her was the fact that she was ‘different’ from the other women who worked at the bars. Gerald describes her as being ‘…very pretty – soft brown hair and big dark eyes… (pg 35)’, these physical features first drew Gerald’s attention towards the girl. due to the fact that Gerald is a morally weak human he falls for Daisy Renton’s feminine appeal. Daisy Renton, charming as she was, soon came to occupy a special place in Gerald’s heart. For a while Gerald lived the life of a ‘heroic prince’ in a fictional tale. He came to the rescue of Eva Smith as would a hero to his heroine. He saved Eva/Daisy from the rogue ‘Alderman Meggarty’ and took pity on her,

‘Gerald:…told the girl that if she didn’t want anymore of that sort of thing, she’d better let me take her out of there…(pg 35)’

Through this we can see that Gerald made Daisy leave her new job and took her away to stay at his friend’s rooms. Eva/Daisy had taken the opportunity of talking to a handsome young man, and poured out her heart to him, telling him that she had no parents and that ‘she was desperately hard up’.

Following this Daisy Renton became Gerald’s mistress. He gave her money to keep herself from starving and visited her regularly. The affair ended when Gerald was called away for business, and he says Daisy was ‘very gallant’ about the whole thing. I don’t think that Daisy was truly happy by this gesture of Gerald’s. Maybe she ‘hadn’t expected it to last’, but she was hopeful and living in her own bubble of fantasies for a short time. It was the only way Sheila could forget about what had happened in her past life. However Gerald had popped that bubble, causing reality to hit her in the face.

Overall Gerald’s motive for doing what he did to Daisy/Eva was selfish yet not entirely. Yes, he did use her and then let her suffer alone, but he also made her happy for a time, and that is what meant a lot to Daisy. However he gave her accommodation when he wished to use her as his mistress, and then when he felt bored he immediately left her. This is a clear show of selfishness. Yet it can be seen that his treatment of Eva/Daisy at least brought her some happiness. This was not the case with others. The Birlings’ inflicted only pain. Eric struck the finishing blow which brought Daisy Renton/Eva Smith on the road, which is why she approached Mrs Birling. Although Gerald Croft made Eva/Daisy content with life for a short time, his motives for doing so were definitely not honourable ones in my opinion. Some may think they were because it could be said that Gerald honourably helped Daisy when she was in dire need of that help. However Gerald used Daisy for his personal pleasure and, when finished with her, cast her aside.

Conclusively Gerald Croft can be held responsible for Eva Smith/Daisy Renton’s death; however he certainly did not play a lone hand. Nevertheless I feel that Gerald was a little better in his treatment of Eva Smith than were the Birlings’. 
