HAIKU POETRY
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What is Haiku?

Haiku is a traditional type of Japanese poetry. A Haiku poem is like a photo capturing the moment, describing a seasonal or natural event that leaves an impression on the reader. 

Structure

The most widely recognized form consists of a three-line stanza that has a total of 17 syllables, written in the following pattern: 

	Line 1: 5 syllables
Line 2: 7 syllables
Line 3: 5 syllables
	Clouds float slowly by
Fluffy, lumpy, cotton balls
Silver, grey, and white

Bursting in bright hues
Splashing colours all about 
Autumn leaves must fall 

As the wind does blow

Across the trees, I see the

Buds blooming in May  


	Clouds float slow/ly by
Fluf/fy, lump/y, cot/ton balls
Sil/ver, grey, and white

Burst/ing in bright hues
Splash/ing col/ours all a/bout
Au/tumn leaves must fall 




Write your own Haiku Poem
1. The first step in writing a Haiku poem is to choose a good topic about something in the natural world. Remember that you are only trying to capture a moment in time so keep your idea simple.

2. Use your emotions and senses to brainstorm words and phrases about the topic using interesting vocabulary. Make use of a thesaurus. 

3. Paint a picture with your words. Organise your words in an effective order following the Haiku pattern of 5, 7, 5. Be very selective as you only have 17 syllables. Take out any unnecessary words like ‘the’ and ‘a’.

4. Read your Haiku aloud and check that your word choices are effective and that you have captured a moment in nature effectively. If not, rework your poem.
        
