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1. What is the poem about? 
2. Why might the writer have picked this theme for her poem?

3. What is the form and structure of the poem?

4. Pick out words and phrases that remind the reader of a fairytale. Why does the poet include these words do you think?

5. In Stanza 1, pick out a phrase where the writer uses capital letters. What is the effect of this? Why do you think this phrase is repeated again in Stanza 2?

6. The writer also puts words in brackets in Stanza 1. What are they and what is the effect of this?

7. What is the word the teacher has used that he remembers with fear in Stanza 3? Why is that, do you think?

8. Pick out examples of ‘compound words’ in Stanza 4 that represent his important times of the day.

9. Explain how the writer uses personification to describe the clock and what this shows about his understanding of time?

10. When the child ‘escaped’ into the timeless world, what sort of experience does he have? How does the writer use the senses here?

11. What words are repeated most frequently throughout the poem. Why?

12. How does the poet use rhythm and rhyme in the poem? 
13. What impression do we get of the child in the poem? Give examples form the text to support your comments.

14. What impression do we get of the teacher and the way she treats the little boy in the poem? Give examples form the text to support your comments. 
15. What is the tone of the poem?

16.  What is the poet commenting on and criticizing do you think?

17. What is your personal response to the poem?

