‘Hide and Seek’ by Vernon Scannell
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1. What is the poem about? 
2. What are the main themes of the poem?

3. What is the form and structure of the poem?

4. What person is the poem written in? What effect does this have?

5. Pick out examples of childish language that makes the reader feel s/he is taking part in the game.

6. Pick out examples of the poet using the senses to create the atmosphere of a child’s hiding place.

7. Pick out examples of personification of the natural surroundings, making it sound like the boy has an audience, watching events.

8. Find an example of alliteration that reminds the reader of the sound of the sea.

9. Find examples of onomatopoeic words used to describe the noises the other boys make.

10. How does the poem use rhythm and rhyme in the poem?

11. There are three different stages to the poem as the child experiences changing emotions. Describe his thoughts and feelings at each stage using examples from the poem. Think of an abstract noun to sum up each section.

12. How does the writer create mounting tension in the poem? Link your answer to the stages above.

13. What is the effect of the rhetorical question at the end of the poem? Is the ending a surprise? Explain your answer.

14. How does the tone and mood change in the poem?

15. Despite the fact that the poem is about a childhood experience, who do you think the narrator is, and why?

16. What effect might this experience have on the child? What lessons about life has he learnt? What is the poem really about at a deeper level?

17. What is your personal response to the poem?

