I wanna be yours by John Cooper-Clarke
1. The poem uses unusual objects to describe his love. 

For each object, consider why he chose it, and what he is trying to say about his love.

e.g. ‘I wanna be your vacuum cleaner / breathing in your dust’. 

A vacuum cleaner is a useful household object which will get regular use. By being this object, he will perhaps be able to inhale her smell or possess a part of her, even if it is only her dust.

2. The poet uses non-standard English. Why do you think he does this, and what is the effect?
3. The poem has a catchy rhythm. How does he achieve this?
4. What is the effect of the repetition of ‘I wanna be your/s’ throughout the poem?

5. Is his vision of love a realistic one? Is he likely to win her over? Explain your answer.

6. What is the tone of the poem? 

7. Listen to and watch the Arctic Monkeys’ video of ‘I wanna be yours’ which uses adapted lyrics of the original. What effect do the addition of music and video have on how you interpret the words?
8. The poem was written in the early 1980s. Write your own 21st century version using modern items
