'If' by Rudyard Kipling
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1. What is the poem about?

2. Who is giving the advice in the poem, and to whom?

3. What is the structure of the poem? Think about the repetition of the word ‘If’ and how opposites are used in each stanza.

4. Summarise the advice given in each stanza. What is the overall message?
5. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem? What effect does it have?
6. What verb tense is repeatedly used in the poem? Accompanied by the word ‘If’, how easy does it make the task of achieving these qualities seem?

7. What is the effect of repeating the word ‘you’ throughout the poem?

8. How are imperatives used in the poem?  What tone do they create?

9. Give an example of a metaphor and its effect.

10. Give an example of personification and its effect.

11. What is the crux of the poem, revealed in the last two lines? Which is more important? Having the Earth or being a Man?

12. How many sentences are there in the poem? What is the effect?

13. What is the effect of the closing exclamation mark?

14. What is your personal response to the poem?

