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'If' by Rudyard Kipling

Introduction

What is the poem about? When was it written?
Structure and form

What is the structure and form of the poem? Think about the following techniques: the use of repetition; the use of one sentence only; the final exclamation mark; the use of opposites are in each stanza; the alternative line rhyme scheme: the regular rhythm.
Point of view
Who is the speaker in the poem? Who is he addressing? When does this become apparent? What is the effect of this?
Tone

What is the tone of the poem?

Use of Language 
Comment on the following: What sort of language does Kipling use? 
Repeating word ‘If’ and using that conditional verb tense
Repeating ‘you’ and ‘your’
Using imperatives 
How does Kipling use the following poetic devices and to what effect? Give an example for each.

alliteration
abstracts
personification
metaphor
hyperbole
Conclusion
Message

What is the crux of the poem, revealed in the last two lines? Which is more important? Having the Earth or being a Man? What is the overall message of the poem?
Personal response
What is your response to the poem? What do you think about Kipling's idea of what makes a man? Is the poem still relevant today? To women?
