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 The importance of friendship and the self-esteem it now gives to him is also shown in the way that he answers back 
to Curley’s wife when she insults him and Crooks and Lennie, “We got fren’s, that’s what we got.” (Page 111) 

 Seeing the collapse of his dream, he takes out his anger on Curley’s wife’s corpse, “You wasn’t no good….I could of 
hoed the garden and washed dishes for them guys” but now there is only his lonely old aged existence on the ranch. 
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She lashes out viciously because they do not want her to talk to them, calling 
them “a bunch of bindle stiffs” and claiming that she is only here because 
“They ain’t nobody else.”  
In the barn with Lennie she pleads, “I never get to talk to nobody.  I get awful 
lonely.”  She is, perhaps, more friendless than anyone else. 
As she realises that she can talk to Lennie, she confides that she only married 
Curley to get away from home.  The dream world that she lives in, the belief 
that she could have been a film star only isolates her further; her real world 
is lonely and miserable whilst her dream is unattainable.          
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