La Belle dame Sans Merci
1. What does the title of the poem mean?

2. What is the form of the poem? What are the typical features of this form which the poem uses?

3.  How is the poem structured?
4. What is the effect of the shortened fourth line in each stanza?

5. What story does the poem tell?

6. Who is the questioner? Who is the knight? Or is it unclear?
7. Keats uses lots of description of the natural world in the first three stanzas.

      What language does he use to create a bleak wintry landscape? Write a quotation.

      How does this fit the subject matter of the poem?

8. What imagery of the natural world does he use to describe the sickly-looking knight?
9. What do the flowers mentioned in stanza III traditionally represent?

10. Who is the lady?  Is she human or supernatural? How is she described in stanza IV?

      Use evidence from the text.

11. Who is the dominant person in the relationship in stanzas V and VI? Give an example from the poem.
12. How does the power shift in stanzas VII and VIII? Give an example from the poem.

13. How does Keats make their world sound ideal while it lasts?

14. Does she actually say she loves him? 

15. What is strange about the lady's behaviour in stanza VIII which prepares the reader for an unhappy ending to their relationship? 

16. The knight describes his horrific dream. What sort of past lovers did the lady have? Why is this significant? 

      What picture is created of the Belle Dame's past lovers? What word is repeated? Use evidence from

      the poem.
17.  Do you think the Belle Dame is evil and sets out deliberately to trap and destroy her lovers or is she as much a victim as them, bound by fate to fall in love with mortals only to have to desert them as they couldn't be her match?
18. Many people like this poem because of the creation of suspense and mystery around the story and characters. How far do you agree?

19. What is the moral of the story in the poem do you think?

20. What does this poem have to say about absolute beauty do you think?

21. What message might Keats be making about idealistic romantic love?

