

It is 1883. A very agitated young woman named Helen Stoner arrives early one morning at the home of the detective Sherlock Holmes seeking urgent help. It is about her violent, reclusive and immensely strong stepfather, Dr. Grimesby Roylott. We find out that Dr Roylott was poor and lived in India until he married Helen and her twin sister Julia’s mother. When their mother died in a railway accident, Dr Roylott looked after the family money, but it was to be given to the girls when they married. Dr Roylott moved the girls to live with him to his heavily mortgaged ancestral home in England, Stoke Moran.
Questions to discuss: 

· From what you’ve heard so far, why might Helen be so anxious?

· Why might Dr Roylott have married Helen’s mother?

· Do you think the mother’s death was an accident?

· How might Dr Roylott feel about the girls getting married?

Dr Roylott has moved Helen out of her bedroom as it is being repaired. He has moved her into the room that Julia slept in when she died under suspicious circumstances two years earlier. Julia had been engaged to be married, and had she lived, would have received an annual £250 payment from her late mother's income. Now Helen is engaged to be married.

Questions to discuss:

Why might Dr Roylott want Helen to move into the same room as the one that Julia died in?

Do you think there is anything suspicious about Julia dying under suspicious circumstances just before her wedding?
Helen tells Sherlock Holmes about the mysterious and disturbing details of Julia’s death. Despite Dr Roylott being the chief suspect, the police were unable to find any evidence of his involvement.
1. Julia heard a low whistling sound at 3 o’ clock in the morning, for a few nights before her death. When Helen was woken by her sisters’ screams on the night of her death, she also heard the whistling as well as a metallic clank as she opened her sister’s door. 

2. The night before visiting Holmes, Helen again hears the low whistling.
3. On the night of Julia’s death, the door was fastened from the inside and the windows were blocked by shutters with iron bars. The walls and flooring were found to be solid and the chimney was blocked off so no-one could have entered or left the room. 
4. There is a strange bell cord over the bed, and it doesn’t not seem to work any bell. The bed is bolted to the floor. 

5. Julia's dying words are about a "speckled band." Stoner guessed that Julia might have been referring to the Gypsies whom Dr. Roylott permits to live on the grounds. 
6. A cheetah and a baboon also have the run of the property. 

7. The police were unable to find a cause of death. There were no marks on Julia.

Questions to discuss:

What might the low whistling be and how could it be linked to Julia’s death?
What might the metallic clanking be and how could it be linked to Julia’s death?

What might be significant about the bell cord?

What is your theory about how Julia died? Back it up with evidence from the information given.
What do you think Holmes will advise Helen to do?

What do you think Holmes will do?
