Pole to Pole, Day 97: The Masai Mara
Read the excerpt from Michael Palin’s Pole to Pole then answer the following questions:

1. Why is Palin already awake when he hears people calling out ‘Jambo’ (Swahili for hello)?   

(1)
2. Pick out a word from the second paragraph that shows everybody had a bad night’s sleep. 

(1)
3. What sort of refreshments and washing facilities do they have? What does this tell you about the site where they are camping?                                                                              (3)                                                                           
4. What do you think Palin means when he uses the simile that he is ‘looking and feeling like a cut-price David Attenborough’ in his safari suit?                                                               (2)
5. Why does Palin find the warthogs appealing?                                                                     (2)
6. In paragraph 5, Palin describes the elephants and lions. Give Palin’s overall impressions of each animal using evidence from the text                                                                           (4)
7. Find a fact about elephants and a fact about lions from paragraph 5.                                (2)                                                
8. In paragraph 6, why do you think Palin refers to the behaviour of the ostriches as ‘another episode of the Masai Mara soap opera’? What is the tone of this paragraph do you think?
(3)

9. Palin says, ‘In the midst of life we are in death’ in paragraph 7. What does he mean by this and what examples does he give in this paragraph?                                                           (3)
10. What is surprising about the ‘Out of Africa’ breakfast? Pick out details that seem very out of place in the wild natural setting of the Masai Mara.                                                            (4)                                           
11. In the last paragraph Palin says ‘nature has not played along’. Why will the rest of the safari and the next stage of the journey be difficult?                                                                     (2)
12. Pick out 5 onomatopoeic words from the text. Why does Palin include them do you think?    

                                                                                                                                                        (3)
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