
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Match the contextual information 
 

 

The idea of the American Dream is the streets are paved with gold. 

America has always been perceived as 
a place where 

that it is something unrealistic and 
intangible. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, 
through a combination of hard work, 
courage and determination, prosperity 
can be achieved. 

Some say the American Dream is 
impossible because 

the Depression was a cause of major 
hardship. 

The word ‘dream’ suggests many trade union figures who were 
championing the rights of workers. 

The American Dream does not take 
into account 

the Robert Burns poem ‘To a Mouse’ 
about how things don’t always go 
according to plan. 

The setting of the novel is an area 
commonly referred to as the Dust 
Bowl 

because a series of dust storms in the 
1930s caused major damage to 
agricultural land in some states. 

The novel is set in the Salinas valley 
not everyone can gain prosperity 
through only hard work and 
determination. 

Steinbeck was heavily influenced by that family and wealth have a 
potential bearing on success. 

The title of the novel is drawn from where John Steinbeck was born, and a 
place of major immigration. 
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Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Match the contextual information - answers 
 

The idea of the American Dream is 
through a combination of hard work, 
courage and determination, prosperity 
can be achieved.   

America has always been perceived as 
a place where the streets are paved with gold. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, the Depression was a cause of major 
hardship. 

Some say the American Dream is 
impossible because 

not everyone can gain prosperity 
through only hard work and 
determination. 

The word ‘dream’ suggests that it is something unrealistic and 
intangible. 

The American Dream does not take 
into account 

that family and wealth have a 
potential bearing on success.  

The setting of the novel is an area 
commonly referred to as the Dust 
Bowl 

because a series of dust storms in the 
1930s caused major damage to 
agricultural land in some states. 

The novel is set in the Salinas valley where John Steinbeck was born, and a 
place of major immigration. 

Steinbeck was heavily influenced by many trade union figures who were 
championing the rights of workers. 

The title of the novel is drawn from 
the Robert Burns poem ‘To a Mouse’ 
about how things don’t always go 
according to plan. 
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