Essay plan for Of Mice and Men


	Question

You need the question at the top of your essay.

How does Steinbeck present the themes of isolation and loneliness in ‘Of Mice and Men’?



	Introduction

· State when (1936) and who (John Steinbeck) wrote the novel.

· State where and when it is set (mention the Depression following the Wall Street Crash – the Crash happened on 29 October 1929) and that this resulted in countless people flocking to California  in search of work. 

· The Depression saw one third of the American workforce were unemployed.

· There was no dole money so people had to work to live. 

· Briefly summarise the events (in other words, say what happens) in no more than 1 sentence.  



	Location and conditions in the ranch

· Ranch is isolated – buses don’t even visit. Nearest town is at least 4 miles away. 
· Solidad = Spanish for ‘loneliness’

· See description of bunkhouse in novel to show the poor conditions.  

· Workers are itinerant – that means that they move on from ranch to ranch looking for work and so no friendships are really developed. 


	Names

· The following names are all significant: Lennie Small, George Milton, Curley, Curley’s wife, Crooks, Candy, Slim, Whit. Each name is a comment on each character, which in turn can link often links in with the themes of isolation and loneliness. ‘Soledad’ means ‘lonely’ in Spanish. The title of the novel is also significant: it is an allusion to Robert Burns’s To a Mouse. 


	Structure

· Increasingly bad things happen in the novel leading to Lennie’s death and George’s loneliness. Weed – dead mouse – 4 puppies are drowned - Curley’s hand crushed – Candy’s dog is killed - Lennie kills his puppy – Curley’s wife killed. This prepares the reader for Lennie’s inevitable death and George’s inevitable loneliness. In fact, the killing of Candy’s dog foreshadows Lennie’s death even in the manner it is killed (shot to the back of the head). 
· The novel is also circular: it starts and ends in the same place BUT the ending is now has the death of Lennie – George has killed his friend. 

	Crooks

· He is segregated in the barn, demonstrating racial discrimination. 

· Candy tells a story from Christmas when “they let the nigger come in that night.” He was beaten up by one of the men in the bunkhouse – some welcome for him, some Christmas cheer!

· He is excluded from the companionship that exists in the bunkhouse – no cards or chat. When he comes to speak to Slim about a mule’s foot, he does not enter – “the stable buck put in his head.”

· At the beginning of Section 4, we see where and how he lives, his possessions include books – these are his ‘friends’. Note that there are no books in the bunkhouse. 

· Steinbeck describes Crooks as a “proud, aloof man” because he has no choice but to endure this prejudice and isolation. Consequently, he bitterly guards his enforced privacy, saying to Lennie, “This here’s my room…I ain’t wanted in the bunkhouse, and you ain’t wanted in my room.”

· Crooks tells Lennie that the men in the bunkhouse say he “stinks” – ironically, this is what Carlson says of Candy’s dog. Is Steinbeck making the point that Crooks is thought of as though he was no better than a dog? 

· When he tells Lennie that he sorry for his taunts, we learn a lot about his loneliness. He says: “A guy needs somebody – to be near him” and “a guy gets too lonely “and “A guy sets alone out here at night.”      

· He understands very well the importance of friendship, including Lennie and George’s friendship. He says, “It’s just bein’ with another guy. That’s all.”

· Crooks says that his loneliness drives him mad – literally. 



	Curley’s wife

· Doesn’t have a name – shows that she is not important on the ranch. Candy’s dog doesn’t have a name either! Her lack of name makes her seem even more friendless isolated. 

· She is isolated because she is dangerous! 

· Notice how the colour red shows her dangerousness – “full, roughed lips”, “red fingernails” and “red mules on the insteps of which were little bouquets of red ostrich feathers”. Red = danger and sex

· She is always looking for Curley – or so she says – though it is clear that what she is looking for is companionship, as she says to Candy, Lennie and Crooks: “Think I don’t like to talk to somebody ever’ once in a while? Think I like to stick in that house all time?” 
· In the barn, in the last chapter, she says to Lennie: I never  get to talk  to nobody. I get awful lonely.”

· She only married Curley to get away from home. 

· Her dream is to be a movie star – it is an empty dream that she clings on to because her  real life is so lonely. 

· The only time she is seen with her husband is when she is dead – this clearly shows the poor quality of their relationship and the lack of love.  

	Lennie and animal imagery

· Lennie is described as a “bear” with “big paws”. 

· The way he drinks from the pool at the beginning of the novel is like a “horse”.
· He holds on to the dead mouse like a “terrier” – and in fact he is killed like a dog  at the end of the novel. 

· So, the imagery suggests that he is not really at all – and this is why George cannot connect with him.



	Conclusion

· State whether or not you were moved by the themes of isolation and loneliness (for the record, you were moved!).
· Try to finish on a clever, memorable, flashy sentence. 
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