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Mr Birling's Interrogation

1. What jokey comment does Mr Birling make to Gerald about the only thing that could prevent him from getting a knighthood?
2. Why do you think Priestley scripted the doorbell to ring when it does? What is Mr Birling saying just before it rings?
3. Write down three things about the Inspector's appearance and manner from the stage directions.
1.

2.

3.
4. How and when did Eva Smith die?
5. How does the Inspector stress the pain Eva Smith died in?
6. What is Mr Birling's immediate reaction to the news of a girl committing suicide? What does this tell you about him?

7. Who seems most upset about her death? What does this reveal about this character?
8.  What two things did Eva Smith leave behind in her room?
9. Why was Eva dismissed from Birling and Co.? Tell the story in detail.
10. How does Mr Birling try to intimidate the Inspector?
11. How does Mr Birling feel when he finds out that his actions may have contributed to Eva's suicide? Include a quotation in your answer.
12. How does Gerald react to the details of Mr Birling's involvement in Eva's suicide? Include a quotation in your answer.
13. How does Eric react to his father's involvement in Eva's suicide? Include a quotation in your answer.
14. Select three details about how the Inspector speaks, what he says and how he acts that make him not seem like a normal police officer. Include a quotation for each point.
1.

2.

3.

15. By the end of Mr Birling's interrogation, what are the audience's feelings about:

a. Mr Birling
b. Gerald
c. Eric? 
