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NAME THAT WORD!
Use a dictionary to find the origin and meaning of these words.
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	biro
	

	braille
	

	diesel
	

	Fahrenheit
	

	guillotine
	

	pasteurise
	

	saxophone
	

	sandwich
	

	silhouette
	

	shrapnel
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NAME THAT WORD! Answers
Biró, Lazlo (1900-1985)

Hungarian-born Argentine who invented a ballpoint pen 1944. His name became generic for ballpoint pens in the UK.

Braille

System of writing for the blind. Letters are represented by a combination of raised dots on paper or other materials, which are then read by touch. It was invented in 1829 by Louis Braille (1809-1852), who became blind at the age of three.

Diesel, Rudolf (Christian Karl) (1858-1913),

German pioneer of the high-compression diesel engine, named after him. 

Fahrenheit, Gabriel Daniel (1686-1736)

Polish-born Dutch physicist who invented the first accurate thermometer in 1724 and devised the Fahrenheit temperature scale.

guillotine

Beheading device consisting of a metal blade that descends between two posts. It was common in the Middle Ages and was introduced 1791 in an improved design by physician Joseph Ignace Guillotin (1738-1814) in France. It was subsequently used for executions during the French Revolution. It is still in use in some countries.

Pasteur, Louis (1822-95)
French chemist and biologist who founded the science of bacteriology. He discovered that bacteria could be killed by heat, and in 1870 he devised the process now known as pasteurization.

saxophone

Member of a hybrid brass instrument family of conical bore, with a single-reed woodwind mouthpiece and keyworks, invented about 1840 by Belgian instrument-maker Adolphe Sax (1814-1894).

Sandwich, John Montagu, 4th Earl of Sandwich (1718-1792)

The Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) were named after him, as are sandwiches, which he invented so that he could eat without leaving the gaming table.

silhouette

Profile or shadow portrait filled in with black or a dark colour. A common pictorial technique in Europe in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, it was named after Etienne de Silhouette (1709-1767), a French finance minister who made paper cut-outs as a hobby.

Shrapnel, Henry (1761-1842)

British army officer who invented shells containing bullets, to increase the spread of casualties, first used 1804; hence the word shrapnel to describe shell fragments.

