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Of Mice and Men Section 2, Part 2
1. What sort of character is Candy? 
How and why does Steinbeck use him to give the reader background information and gossip about life on the ranch and the other workers? 
Find a suitable quotation to illustrate this.

2. Describe Candy’s dog.
What do we learn about the relationship that Candy has with his dog and why it is so important to him? 
3. What are our first impressions of Curley? 
Describe his physical appearance and character, including what we learn about him from Candy.
Write a quotation which best describes Curley.

4. How does Lennie react to Curley during this episode? 
5. What words does Candy use to describe Curley’s wife?
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6. What are our first impressions of Curley’s wife when we first meet her on page 32? 
Describe her physical appearance and personality using quotations from the text. 
How do our first impressions compare with Candy’s comments about her on page 29?

7. Compare how George and Lennie react to Curley’s wife.
George: 

Lennie: 

8. George says ‘Curley’s got his work ahead of him’ and calls her a ‘rat-trap’. What does he mean by this and why does he suddenly get angry with Lennie?

9. We are never told Curley’s wife’s real name in the novel. Why is this significant?

10. There are plenty of moments from pages 27 – 34 when Steinbeck hints at trouble to come later on in the novel. This is called foreshadowing. What are the potential problems?

What are George’s warnings to Lennie? 

What do you think might happen?

11. Steinbeck calls Slim the ‘prince of the ranch’ on page 34. Find 3 physical descriptions of Slim that back this up.

12. How does Slim behave towards George and Lennie, and how does George in particular respond to this treatment?

13. In many ways, Slim is the opposite (antithesis) of Curley. Find 3 opposites in the way they look and behave.

a. 

b. 

c. 

