Pen Portraits
Great writers create vivid and memorable characters. Read the extracts from famous pre 20th century novels and answer the questions below:

The Miller from The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer

1. Write a translation of the extract into modern English.

2. Based on the description of the miller in the text, draw, colour and label a picture of him using quotations from the original text.

Mr Darcy from Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

1. In your own words, write a paragraph explaining why Mr Darcy caused such a stir in the room at the beginning of the evening.

2. Make a list of key words and phrases used to describe him in the first half of the evening.

3. In your own words, explain how and why people’s opinions of him changed as the evening progressed.

4. Make a list of key words and phrases used to describe him in the second half of the evening.
5. His behaviour is contrasted with that of Mr Bingley. Make a list in your own words of how Mr Bingley behaves to win everybody’s approval then a list of how Mr Darcy behaves to gain disapproval.
6. Pride and Prejudice is a love story and Mr Darcy is one of the romantic heroes of the novel who falls in love with the heroine Elizabeth Bennett (the daughter who is slighted by him in the excerpt). Why is he an unlikely hero? What do you think happens and how do you think Mr Darcy changes as the novel progresses?
Bathsheba Everdene from Far from the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy
1. This is the reader’s first meeting with Bathsheba as she sits in a wagon waiting for the driver to return. Unknown to her she is being watched by Gabriel Oak, a local farmer. Describe what he sees in your own words.
2. From this extract, what do we learn about Bathsheba’s appearance and personality? Select words and phrases from the text to support your ideas.

3. Why do you think Hardy doesn’t reveal her name straightaway?

4. Shortly afterwards, Gabriel falls in love with Bathsheba and asks her to marry him. What do you think her response will be and why?

