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1. What is the poem about? 
2. What does the piano represent?

3. What triggers the narrator’s memory of his childhood and, in particular, his mother?

4. What nostalgic picture does he paint of: 

a) his mother in Stanza 1
b) his childhood in Stanza 2
5. What was the significance of the piano in their lives? What is it really a symbol of?

6. Describe the rhyme scheme and rhythm of the poem. Why might such a simple form be suitable for this poem?

7. Make a list of words connected to the past from the poem to heighten the sense of nostalgia.
8. Find onomatopoeic words and use of alliteration that add to the sounds he recalls of the poem.

9. What mixed emotions does the writer experience about this wave of nostalgia in the third stanza? Explain using evidence from the text.
10. What emotive word is used in the second and third stanza that shows the writer’s strong feelings and bridges the gap between him as a child and as a man?
11. What is the tone of the poem?
12. What is your personal response to the poem? Give reasons for your ideas and opinions.
