Having a Whale of a Time with Must Cat Catamarans, Tenerife

[image: image1.png]


  

The waters around Tenerife provide rich feeding grounds for marine creatures, including a colony of some 250 pilot whales. And fortunately for visitors, they're not camera shy. 

‘Whales at 11 o'clock!' David, our guide, pointed into the sparkling water to the left of the bow. For a moment, I couldn't see anything, but suddenly there they were - half a dozen dark fins breaking the surface just a few yards from our catamaran.

We watched captivated as the pilot whales floated for a few seconds, then dived again, surfacing close to another yacht a short way off. Cutting the engines, our captain kept the vessel at a respectful distance without spoiling our view.    

Privileged view
It's a strangely intimate experience to get up close and personal with pilot whales, even if you are sharing the moment with 70 other passengers. 

The calm depths of the deep volcanic trench between Tenerife and the neighbouring island of La Gomera are a breeding ground for giant squid and octopus, thus ensuring a constant supply of the whales' favourite delicacy. 

Some 250 pilot whales live here all year round, with as many as 500 recorded at certain times. Measuring up to 6.5 metres long, they're jet black in colour with rounded, bulbous heads. 

But the pilot whales don't have it all their own way. Many other migrating species pass through these warm waters, including their awesome cousins, the humpback and blue whales. Add to that a permanent colony of around 200 bottlenose dolphins and you can be almost certain of seeing something on a whale-watching cruise.

Catamaran cruise
Cruises leave daily from the harbour at Porto Colon and there's a choice of operators but the smaller and more open the craft, the better the wildlife experience. I sailed with MustCat whose catamaran excursions also include the opportunity to swim off the boat in a sheltered bay. Choose from a 3-hour or 5-hour cruise, the longer option sailing beneath the sheer cliffs of Los Gigantes and offering lunch rather than a simple sandwich.

It's enjoyable enough just getting out on the sparkling blue water and looking back at the volcanic peak of Mount Teide, which towers above the banana plantations and beach resorts. But expectations run high. Only on rare days of rough weather do the whales tend to stay hidden. 

Dolphins  

We'd been sailing less than half an hour when we came upon two dolphins circling the fish farm where sea bass and bream are raised off shore for the island's restaurant tables. A mother and baby repeatedly broke the surface in a classic dolphin arc as they swam round the enclosures in search of stray food pellets. 

We watched entranced, cameras poised, until eventually they gave up and headed out to sea. A lucky find, David told us, as dolphins move faster than whales and can be harder to spot. Although they can leap high above the waves, he told us, they often just break the surface before submerging again.

The free show continued for around half an hour. Sometimes we'd catch a glimpse of a rounded head; at others, the flick of a tail. Sometimes we'd see just three or four individuals; then maybe seven or eight. At one point the entire group dived beneath our craft only to re-emerge on the other side.

It's a huge privilege to enjoy these beautiful creatures in their natural habitat - an unforgettable part of anyone's sunshine holiday.   

TOURIST INFORMATION 

For information on Tenerife, log on to www.webtenerife.com
MustCat whale watching cruises cost €39 for the 3-hour trip (€33 in advance; children €15) and €50 for the 5-hour trip (€42 in advance; children €20).

