'Poem at Thirty-Nine' by Alice Walker
1. What is the poem about? 

2. What is the main theme of the poem?

3. What is the form of the poem? Why does this form suit the mood of the poem?
4. What is significant about the age of 39 for the writer, do you think?

5. What words are repeated in the poem? What is the effect?

6. What sort of man was her father? What does she remember most about him? What values did he teach her? Give evidence from the poem.

7. What sort of relationship did they have? What regrets does she have about him? What clues are there that they didn't always get along with each other?

8. Find an example of alliteration in Stanza 3. What effect does it create?
9. What similarities does the writer see between herself and her father? Find an internal rhyme that emphasises their similarities.

10. How are a) enjambment and b) punctuation used to create different effects in the poem? Give examples.

11. What is the simile she uses to describe the way her father cooked in Stanza 4? Explain what picture it creates.

12. Explain the cooking metaphor the writer uses to express how she lives her life. Why does she compare her life with the way she cooks do you think?

13. How does she think her father would view her now, and why? Give evidence.

14. How doe the tone change in the poem? Trace the changing mood through the different stanzas.

15. What is your personal response to the poem?
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