‘Poetry is language on a spree’
John Hegley

‘Poetry is a hotline to the emotions’
Andrew Motion

‘Poetry is language in orbit’
Seamus Heaney
‘Poetry is the rhythmical creation of beauty in words’
Edgar Allan Poe
‘Poetry is naked words dancing together’
Adrian Mitchell
‘A poem should not mean but be’
Archibald Macleish
‘Poetry begins in delight and ends in wisdom’
‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words’  
Robert Frost

‘Every poem is an island. To get to a poem requires sailing out from the mainland of routine language’
Robert Crawford
 ‘Poetry is the language in which man explores his own amazement’  Christopher Fry
‘The poet doesn't invent.  He listens’  
Jean Cocteau

‘Poetry is prose, bent out of shape’  

J. Patrick Lewis
‘Poetry is the revelation of a feeling that the poet believes to be interior and personal which the reader recognizes as his own’

Salvatore Quasimodo
‘Science is for those who learn; poetry, for those who know’  

Joseph Roux
‘Poetry is thoughts that breathe, and words that burn’

Thomas Gray
‘Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood’

T.S. Eliot 

