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1. What is the poem about? 

2. When was the poem written?  What is significant about the timing of this poem and its message? 
3. The poem is written as if the speaker is addressing someone and has no particular pattern of stanzas, rhythm or rhyme. What do we call these forms? 

4. How are the majority of stanzas structured? Why do you think the writer made them irregular? 

5. What is the shape of the majority of the stanzas? What does the narrowing of lines represent, do you think? 

6. Who is the 'I' in the poem? To whom is the poem addressed?

7. Who else could the 'I' represent in a religious sense?

8. What is the effect of the repetition of personal pronouns  'I', 'me' and 'my' throughout the poem?

9. What is the significance of the title? What words in the poems make it sound like a prayer?

10. Which words and phrases are repeated throughout the poem? What is the effect of this repetition?
11. What is the main theme of each of the stanzas? Make a list.
12. Select words and phrases from stanza 1 that show a world of childhood fears and nightmares. 

13. How are a) assonance and b) alliteration used in stanza 2 and with what effect?
14. How does stanza 3 differ from the rest of the poem? Find examples of nature being personified.

15. Find examples of Biblical language in stanza 4. What other ideas link with the Bible in this stanza? What effect does it have?

16. What extended metaphor about the stage is used in the 5th stanza, and to what effect?

17.  Who do you think the 'beast' 'who thinks he is God' is referring to?
18. What metaphors and similes are used in the seventh stanza? What does the speaker desperately wants to avoid becoming?
19. How is the final stanza different from the others? Why, do you think? What is the shocking ultimatum? Comment on the use of monosyllables and rhyme in the final stanza.

20. What is the overall mood and tone of the poem? What effect do you think it would have had on a reader in 1944 do you think?

21. What is your personal response to the poem?

