

1. Reread the first paragraph again. In your own words, describe the scene in the hall.

2. What was a typical diet for the boys?

3. Reread the second paragraph. We know that the boys received little food and were starving but it doesn’t actually say these words in the text. Find and write down three phrases or sentences that let the reader know just how hungry the boys were.

4. Reread paragraphs 3 and 4. How does it come about that Oliver asks for more food? Retell the events in your own words.
5. Reread paragraphs 5 and 6. How does Dickens create suspense before Oliver asks for more food?
6. Why do you think Dickens made the master ‘a fat, healthy man’? What does this add to the story?

7. Why do you think everybody is so shocked that Oliver asks for more food? Should they be?
8. Dickens carefully picked the names of characters in his novels. What do you think are the personalities of Mr Bumble and Mr Limbkins and what might they look like?

9. What happens to Oliver after the incident? Does this seem a fair punishment?
10. Dickens tells the story from Oliver’s perspective or viewpoint. This means that we see the events through his eyes. Dickens does this in the following ways. For each bullet point, find evidence in the text.

· Oliver is the main character 

· We are told how Oliver is feeling (e.g. ‘He was desperate with hunger’)
· He describes Oliver’s suffering in a way that makes us feel sorry for him

· We are told what Oliver does and sees 

· We are not told much about the other characters as they are less important
· He writes about bad characters in a way that makes us want to laugh at them for being so foolish

11. When Dickens wrote ‘Oliver Twist’, how do you think he wanted the reader to feel about the treatment of children in workhouses? How might his writing influence readers?

12. Why do you think this is such a famous extract from the novel?
