Remember

Remember
 me when I am gone away
,
Gone far away 
into the silent land
;
When you 
can no more hold me by the hand
,
Nor I half turn to go 
yet turning stay
.
Remember me 
when no more day by day
You tell me of our future that you plann'd
:
Only 
remember me; you understand
It will be late to counsel then or pray
.
Yet if you should forget me for a while
And afterwards remember, do not grieve

:
For if the darkness 
and corruption 
leave
A vestige 
of the thoughts that once I had
,
Better by far you should forget and smile
Than that you should remember and be sad.

Christina Georgina Rossetti

�Asking the audience to remember


�Dead? Morbid. Asking if she’ll be remembered when she’s gone. 


�Huge distance from our world.  


�Quietness. Religious connotations. Afterlife filled with nothingness. 


�Poem to a lover. 


�Love. Delicate and sensitive. Connotations of togetherness and co-dependence. 


�Arguments…breakdown of relationship. 


�Reluctance. Love conquers.   


�Repetition of the phrase.


�He’s the one thinking about the future. Is she terminally ill? Is there something more going on here?


�She asks him to do no more then not to forget. 


�He can’t bring her back. She will be gone and he needs to accept that. All he can do is remember her. 


�She doesn’t expect him to constantly remember her. Possibly a reference to re-marriage. She tells him not to be sorry.


�Death/Mourning imagery suggested here. 


�Death


�Her body decaying? Or the loss of thought.  


�A very small little bit. 


�A deep love for him. 


�She would much prefer him to forget her and be happy then grieve her forever. She essentially tells him to move on. 





