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Sheila's Interrogation
1. When Sheila enters after Mr Birling's interrogation, what stage direction tells you that her mood is out of step with the other characters in the dining room?

2. How does Sheila react to the news of a girl committing suicide? Include a quotation. 
     How is this different from her father's reaction to the news?
3. How does Mr Birling treat Sheila when she starts to ask questions? 
      What does Mr Birling's attitude reveal about how he views her? Find a quotation that shows

      his attitude.
4. As the Inspector describes why Mr Birling sacked her and how difficult life was for her afterwards, how does Sheila react?  Include a quotation. 
5. What dig does the Inspector get in about how Mr Birling and other capitalists treat young women like Eva? Include a quotation.
6. What is interesting about Sheila's reaction to this comment? Write down the quotation. 

7. What point does the Inspector make, more to the audience than to the Birlings, about the importance of imagining what life is like for poor girls like Eva?

8. How does Sheila react initially when she discovers that she was partly to blame for the suicide of Eva? Copy out the stage direction.
9. When Sheila returns to the dining room, how honest is she with the Inspector about her involvement in the sacking of Eva from Milwards?

10. Why did Sheila complain about Eva and get her sacked from her job at Milwards? Summarise her story.

11. What two character flaws does Sheila have that led her to having Eva sacked?

12. What is your attitude to Sheila, in using her power as the daughter of a good customer to have Eva sacked? 
      Was her behaviour worse than her father's do you think? Explain your answer.
13. Does Sheila regret what she did? 
      Do you think Sheila would do something so mean again? 
      How do you know? Find a quotation to support your answer.
14. At the end of Act 1, Sheila finds out that Gerald had an affair with Eva, or Daisy Renton, as she was then known. From the way Sheila confronts Gerald, do you think she has changed since the beginning of the play? 
     How? Explain your answer. 
