'SURFING THE NET AGED JUST THREE' NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
Read the article and answer the following questions:

Section A
1. What is the article about? Summarise its content in no more than 15 words.
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2. Make up your own catchy headline for the article.

3. What is the main source of the information in the article?

4. How many families were involved in the pre-school study?

5. Copy out a fact and an opinion from the text.

6. Why do you think the article begins with the phrase 'Once upon a time'?

7. According to the article, how have the play habits of pre-school children changed in recent years? Include statistics in your answer. 
8. Explain the meaning of the following phrases:

      a. 'technologically savvy'

      b. 'virtual babysitters'

9. What concerns about pre-school children's use of computers and tablets are expressed in the article?
10. Why do you think the child psychologist compares the problems of using computers and tablets to watching television?

11. What advice is given to parents?
12. In the section '200 texts a week', we are told that 12 to 15 year olds are sending around 200 texts a week, double the number sent a year ago. Based on the information in the text and your own experiences, why do you think usage has increased so much in this age group? 

13. Read the section on social networking and 'Stranger Danger'. Describe in your own words, using statistics, the discrepancy between how youngsters view their online activity and how they actually behave online, according to the survey.
Section B

14. Carry out the survey on teenage usage of modern technology across Year 9. As a class, collate the data from the survey and analyse it to produce statistics. What can be said about the class's habits? 
Using the information in the article, as well as the survey findings and your own opinions and experiences, write your own article on the following topic:

Is modern technology helpful or harmful to children?

Teenagers' Usage of Modern Technology Questionnaire
Depending on the type of question, give a number of hours, or yes or no answer only
	Name: …………………………….   Age: ………………………………..

How many hours approximately a week do you spend on:        0    1-7     8-21    More than 22 hours

	1. Chatting on Facebook, Twitter or similar social networking sites
	

	2. Playing games on your computer or phone
	

	3. Watching YouTube videos or online movies
	

	4. Texting or instant messaging
	

	5. Phoning
	

	6. Listening to music
	

	7. Surfing the web on topics for your own interest
	

	8. Surfing the web for homework
	

	9. Watching television 
	

	10. Doing homework without any of your gadgets switched on or in the same room
	

	11. Hobbies, interests and socialising involving using your gadgets
	

	12. Sports, hobbies and socialising without any use of gadgets
	

	13. Reading
	

	14. How old were you when you owned your own mobile phone?
	

	15. Do you have a Smartphone?
	

	16. Do you agree with the school mobile phone and electronic devices ban?
	

	17. Do you regularly use your phone for educational purposes, e.g. dictionary or translator?
	

	18. How many texts or instant messages do you send in an average week?
	

	19. How much approximately is your mobile phone bill per month?
	

	20. How old were you when you owned your first computer or tablet?
	

	21. How old were you when you first started using social networking sites?
	

	22. Which social networking site do you use the most?
	

	23. How many friends do you have on Facebook?
	

	24. How many of your friends do you know in person?
	

	25. Have you ever chatted to a stranger online?
	

	26. Have you ever been cyber-bullied?
	

	27. Could you cope without any of your gadgets for a month?
	


