The Listeners
1. What do the following words and phrases mean as used in the poem?

a. champed    b. ferny    c. turret    d. smote    e. descended    f. leaf-fringed    g. perplexed    h. a host

i. a phantom    j. dwelt    k. lone    l. thronging    m. moonbeams    n. hearkening    o. stirred    p. turf

q. 'neath    r. stir    s. spake    t. echoing    u. ay    v. stirrup    w. surged    x. plunging

2. The poem is set at night-time. What sort of evening is it? Pick two details from the poem that show this.
3. The traveller visits a house. Where is the house? 

4. What is the house like from the outside? Pick two details from the poem that show this.

5. Who is inside the house?

6. What are the ghosts doing inside the house? 
7. Which word in the poem tells you that there are lots of ghosts in the house?

8. Pick out words and phrases that make the house sound eerie and mysterious.

Group Activities
1. In your group, practice and perform a dramatic reading of the poem. You can use sound effects if you want to.
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The poem is very mysterious and raises more questions than it answers. In your group, decide on what the story could be behind the poem by answering the following questions: 

· Who is the traveller do you think? 
· Where has he come from? 

· How long has he been away? 

· Why has he come to the house? 

· Who does he come to see? Who used to live there?
· Why is the house empty?

· Who are the listeners? 

· Why are they there?

· What was the promise he was so determined to keep?

· Where does the traveller go when he gallops away?

3. Pick one member of your group to be the traveller. Based on the prompts above, hot-seat the traveller about his life and experiences.
Individual Activities

1. Write a short story, of about 250 -300 words, based on the events in the poem. Remember to create a mysterious atmosphere and describe the settings and characters in detail, using figurative language and interesting vocabulary. You can use vocabulary from the poem but avoid copying out whole phrases. Check spelling, punctuation and grammar carefully. Present on a sheet of A4 paper and illustrate in colour for display.
2. Create an illustrated copy of the poem. Divide the poem into 8 sections, and on a sheet of A3 paper, neatly copy out the poem and illustrate each section. Present attractively for display.

