The Sea by James Reeves
James Reeves uses personification in his poem to bring the sea to life. He makes the sea seem as if it is alive. Read the poem carefully then answer the following questions:

1. What living creature does the poet compare the sea with? How do you know?

2. In line 2, the hungry dog is ‘giant and grey’. What is the poet telling us about the sea in this stanza?

3. Explain what you think the sea is doing in each of these lines in the 1st stanza:

a. ‘He rolls on the beach all day’

b. ‘With clashing teeth and shaggy jaws/Hour upon hour he gnaws/The rumbling, tumbling stones
c. ‘And ‘Bones, bones, bones, bones!’ /The giant sea-dog moans, licking his greasy paws.’
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Why do you think the poet writes ‘bones’ four times in one line in the 1st stanza? What effect does it have? (Try reading it aloud).
5. How does the sea change at night in the 2nd stanza? 
6. Explain what you think the sea is doing in each of these lines: 
a. ‘He bounds to his feet and snuffs and sniffs’  

b. ‘Shaking his wet sides over the cliffs’

c. ‘And howls and hollos long and loud’

7. In the 3rd stanza, in the early summer, how does the sea change again?

8. Explain what the sea is doing in the following lines:
a. ‘With his head between his paws’

b. He lies on the sandy shores/So quiet, so quiet, he scarcely snores.’

9. Does the poem rhyme? What is the pattern? Why do you think the poet uses rhyming?
10. In the 1st stanza, what rhyme is used within a line? What effect does this have?

11. Find 5 onomatopoeic words from the 2nd stanza. What effect do they have when you read the poem aloud? What picture of the sea do these sounds give you?

12. Find an example of alliteration in the 3rd stanza. What sound is repeated? What effect do these words have when you read the poem aloud? What picture of the sea do these sounds give you?
Independent Writing Task

Write your own personification sea poem but pick a different animal, such as a cat or a dragon. Write 3 stanzas and use the creature’s different moods and behaviour to fit the changes in the sea at different times of the day or year.
