THE USE OF EMOTIVE LANGUAGE ON IMMIGRATION IN NEWSPAPERS
1. IMAGES

Study the newspaper photographs below. They all show people, mainly from Syria and Afghanistan, but also from other war-stricken and poor countries across the world, arriving in Europe in search of asylum or better opportunities.
TASK: In your pairs, discuss how each picture makes you feel about the people shown in it and their situation.
A.                                                                                                                B.
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C.                                                                                                                  D.
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E.                                                                                                                    F.
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G.                                                                                                                      H.
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2. EMOTIVE LANGUAGE
All of the words below have been used recently in newspapers to describe immigrants arriving, or trying to arrive in Europe.
1. In pairs, organise each list of words from least to most emotive. 

2. Next to each underlined word, explain its connotations.  

e.g., 'swarm' suggests migrants are like insects, threatening, plundering resources and in large numbers.
              A                                                                                B                                                                                  C

3. HEADLINES

a. Study the range of front pages of tabloids and broadsheets, all on an aspects of the increase in migration to the UK. Compare the headlines for stories on migration in a range of tabloid and broadsheet newspapers. Discuss how the migrant situation is being portrayed in different types of newspapers.
b. Select 2 headlines from broadsheet newspapers and 2 from tabloid newspapers. For each headline, discuss the writers' choices of words and what impression they give of immigration.
c. Write your own tabloid and broadsheet headline on immigration for one of the photographs, using some of the words from the lists above. For each headline, explain your particular choice of words.

migrant


victim


con artist


alien


refugee


scrounger


expatriate


asylum seeker 


casualty 


thief











flow


swarm


flood 


tidal wave


stream 


epidemic


migration


influx


crisis


invasion movement


plague





suffering terrorising


innocent


desperate


swamping 


impoverished


begging


scrounging


helpless


marauding 


needy











