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THE WALK OF DEATH

1. Find the meaning of the following words (in bold in the text) as used in the excerpt:

a. Faltering

b. Gust

c. Chasm

d. Malevolent                                                                          (4 marks)

2. Describe the warehouse where the initiation test takes place. Use evidence from the text.                                                                  (4 marks)

3. What is the initiation test that Kevin must complete if he is to join the Tribe gang?                                                                                             (2 marks)

4. Why is the task going to be particularly frightening for Kevin?       (1 mark)
5. How does the writer build tension and suspense in the excerpt? Use evidence from the text. 
      Refer to:

· The setting;

· Description of Kevin’s feelings;
· The secrecy of what the initiation test actually is;
· The journey Kevin has to make to the landing;
· Kevin’s realisation of what the test involves.                       (6 marks)
6. What do you learn about the personalities of the Tribe members, Salom, Doc and Torry, from the way they treat Kevin? Who do you think is their leader? Use evidence from the text.                                               (4 marks)
7. Find a simile and a metaphor in the excerpt and for each, copy out and explain what effect the writer was hoping to create.                       (4 marks)

WRITING TASK

Continue the story up to the end of the chapter. Create an atmosphere of tension and suspense using similar techniques as in the excerpt.
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Does Kevin try to cross the beam? Is he successful or does he fall or turn back? How is he treated by the other Tribe members if he is successful? Does he decide not to take the test then has to face the consequences of being seen as a coward and not being in the Tribe? 
