Travel Writing Task

You have now read a travelogue about Bill Bryson arriving as a student in a strange country, and the experiences, cultural differences and characters he meets along the way. 
Using a similarly entertaining style (see handout on features of travel writing), write your own travelogue. Imagine that, like Bryson, you are now a mature, experienced traveller and are looking back on a time when you arrived in an unfamiliar city in a foreign town as a naïve student, travelling alone, with only a limited budget and a rucksack. You only need to write about the first day of your arrival in a strange city.

Before writing your travelogue, use the bullet points below to help you to make a plan for your writing:

· What sort of student you were looking back then

· Why you were travelling to this city

· What you took with you and why 
· How you travelled there

· Your first impressions when you arrived 

· The climate and the season when you arrived

· Suitability of your clothing and packing

· Finding somewhere to stay
· The people you met, particularly any interesting characters
· Language barriers

· Cultural differences and misunderstandings
· Dealing with the currency and exchange rates
· Visiting famous sites and landmarks
· Trying local foods and drink
· Problems and funny experiences you encountered

· Your feelings about the city by the end of your first day
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