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The Tyger by William Blake
1. What is the poem about?
2. What are the main themes of the poem?

3. When did Blake write 'The Tyger'? What events probably influenced Blake to write this poem?
4. Why do you think Blake used the archaic spelling of 'tyger'?
5. What is the form of the poem?  Comment on stanzas, rhyme scheme and rhythm.
6. What is the structure of the poem? theme of each stanza?

7. What effect does the poem's regular rhythm and rhyme scheme have?

8. What is the effect of the poem beginning with the repetition of 'Tyger! Tyger!
9. What does 'frame thy fearful symmetry' mean in line 4?
10. Find examples of the imagery used that compare the tiger with fire. What impression does this give of the tiger?
11. Select words which make the creator of the tiger sound like a blacksmith. Who do you think the blacksmith is referring to?
12. Why is a blacksmith significant considering the time the poem was written?
13. Who do you think the 'he' in the poem is referring to?

14. What is the significance of comparing the creation of the tiger with that of the lamb?
15. How many rhetorical questions are there in the poem? How does their use increase as the poem progresses? What is the effect of this?
16. Does Blake provide any answers? What is the effect of this?
17. How are exclamation marks used in the poem and with what effect? 
18. The final stanza is the same as the first except for one word. What is the word, and what effect does this repetition have?
19. What is the main paradox of the poem?
20. Is the poem really about a tiger? if not, what is it about on a deeper level? 
21. [image: image2.jpg]


What is your personal response to the poem? 
