Poet Fact File

	Name:
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Siegfried Sassoon

	Date of Birth:
	8th September 1886

	From:
	Weirleigh, near Paddock Wood in Kent

	Education:
	Marlborough School, then Clare College Cambridge University.

	Served with: 
	Sassoon enlisted as a cavalry trooper in the Sussex Yeomanry

He then became an officer in the Royal Fusiliers.

	Rank:
	Company Commander

	Where Served:
	The Somme, Palestine, St Floris

	Medals:
	The Military Cross

	Wounds:
	Lots of minor wounds, known as ‘Mad Jack’ for the risks he would take.

Spent some time in Craiglockhart Hospital while the authorities decided what to do with him when he protested against the war, where he met Wilfred Owen.  A head wound at St Floris.

	Date of Death:
	1967

	Some Poems Written:
	How to Die, The General, The Hero

	Style of Poetry:
	Sharply against the war and the people in charge, a satiric edge.


	Name:
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Wilfred Owen

	Date of Birth:
	18th March 1893

	From:
	Plas Wilmot, Oswestry

	Education:
	Birkenhead Institute and at Shrewsbury Technical School

	Served with: 
	Enlisted in 3/28th London Regiment

Then commissioned into Manchester Regiment and served with both the 2nd and 5th Battalion.

	Rank:
	Lieutenant

	Where Served:
	The Somme, Serre, Beaurevoir-Fonsomme Line, Sambre-Oise Canel

	Medals:
	The Military Cross

	Wounds:
	Concussion at the Somme

Shell Shock, stayed at Craiglockhart Hospital where he met Sassoon

	Date of Death:
	4th November 1918

	Some Poems Written:
	Disabled, Strange Meeting, Mental Cases

	Style of Poetry:
	Lyrical, longer poems that protest against the war by highlighting the soldiers’ conditions.


Research Task

On the previous page, you have discovered the basic facts about the two most famous First World War poets.  However, there were lots of poets who were equally well known and important.

Your task is for your group of three or four to present your research about your chosen poet to the class.  You can either do this orally using a poster you have made or using PowerPoint.

Remember: don’t copy chunks of text from the Internet onto a PowerPoint presentation.  This must be your work, the Internet is a tool for information and PowerPoint is a presentation and prompt tool.  The words you write and say: 

MUST BE YOUR OWN!
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Poets:
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· Rupert Brooke

· Robert Graves

· Edward Thomas

· Isaac Rosenberg

· Ivor Gurney

· Jessie Pope

· Margaret Postgate-Cole

You must fill in a grid for your poet, like the ones made for Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon (obviously, if the person didn’t serve in the army, you can find out other information instead).
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You can also find a picture of the person, a cover of a book of their poetry and you could read out one of their poems to the class.

The following web sites below are useful:

http://www.firstworldwar.com/poetsandprose/

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/

http://www.oucs.ox.ac.uk/ltg/projects/jtap/tutorials/intro/

�





�








