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Of Mice and Men Comprehension

Section 1, Pages 12 – 18
1. Why does George finally lose his temper with Lennie?

2. How does George describe his life as being if he was alone?  List what he would be able to do.

Find a brief quotation to summarise how George feels.

3. What happened at Weed?

4. How is Lennie able to manipulate George after he has lost his temper? How does he get the upper hand?

5. What does this tell you about their relationship? Does George really want to be alone?

6. Why not?  How does he describe the life of a typical ranch worker?

    Find a quotation from George which illustrates the loneliness of a ranch worker.
7. Find a quotation from Lennie which explains how their friendship works.

8. What is the dream that George and Lennie share? Summarise in your own words.

Write a quotation to summarise their dream

9. Steinbeck indicates that this conversation about the dream has happened many times before. What is the significance of this? Find 3 quotations that show this. 
10. What do Lennie’s interruptions and contributions add to George’s description?
11. How does their dream tie in with what you know about ‘The American Dream’? 
    Do you think their plans are realistic? Explain your answer.
12. Steinbeck creates realism by using the dialect of an itinerant worker of the time. What do the following expressions mean?

a. work up a stake
b. blow their stake
c. get the jack
d. poundin’ their tail

